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Glacier History Timeline

The history and culture of what is present day Glacier National Park dates back at least 10,000 years. Around the
turn of the century, people started to look at the land differently. Rather than just seeing the minerals they could
mine or land to settle on, they started to recognize the value of its spectacular wild and scenic beauty.

This timeline is a mere glimpse of Glacier National Park, roughly through the past 100 years. If you have history
that you would like to see added, please share it with us and we will try to incorporate it into the timeline.

1891: Great Northern Railway builds the railway through Marias Pass

1895: George Snyder builds first hotel in what is now GNP on Lake McDonald

1900: Area now known as Glacier National Park is designated a Forest Reserve

1906: John Lewis acquires ownership of Snyder Hotel and builds 11 more guest cabins
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Logging Creek Ranger station is completed on Forest Reserve

1910: President Taft signs bill to establish Glacier National Park as the 10" National Park

- Great Northern Railway commissions nine chalets and tent camps to be built in the national park
120,000 acres of Glacier Wilderness burns in fires
Great Northern Railway builds a permanent railway station in the town of Belton (now West
Glacier)
Great Northern Railway opens their first chalet, The Belton Chalet opens on June 27, 1910
A Teepee camp is built in Two Medicine

1911: Major Logan becomes the first Superintendent of Glacier National Park

Kalispell resident, Frank Stoop drives first vehicle to Lake Five and then along the railway tracks to
Belton Chalet- heralding in the era of motoring tourists

Construction begins on roads to Many Glacier, St. Mary, and Two Medicine from East Glacier

1912: Two Medicine Teepee Camp turns into and opens as the Two Med Chalet
Louis Hill builds road from St. Mary to Roes Creek (Rising Sun) - later to be aligned with the Going-
to-the-Sun Road (GTTSR)
Louis Hill constructs a 34 mile dirt road from Midvale (East Glacier) to Many Glacier named the
Blackfeet Highway

1913: Glacier Park Hotel opens, June 15"
Community of Midvale is renamed East Glacier
Park Constructs the St. Mary and Kishenehn Ranger Stations
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Louis Hill arranges with the White Motor Company to create the Glacier Park Transportation
Company to give visitors the opportunity to see the park by motor car

Hill forms the Glacier Park Hotel Company to manage and staff the hotels and chalets with granter
permission to break off from the Great Northern Railway

John Lewis opens Glacier Hotel (Lake McDonald Lodge) on June 14

1915: Many Glacier Hotel opens on July 4
Granite Park Chalet opens
Park Saddle Horse Company opens under the brand Bar X 6

1916: US Establishes the National Park Service, under the Organic Act under the Director Stephen Mather

1917:{ G SLIKSY al G KSNJ LIJzNODKI aSa 9RgAY {y@RSNRaA K2YSaidiSIFR Iy
National Park Head Quarters

1919: Construction begins on the Road from Apgar to Logan Creek
1920: Closed-Spandrel Concrete arch bridge constructed across the Middle Fork at Belton- replacing 1897 bridge

1922: The road from Apgar to the head of Lake McDonald is completed
Park begins construction of the Polebridge Ranger Station

1924: Route of the GTTSR from Logan Creek to St. Mary is surveyed and planned

: Naturalists and rangers organize Glacier National Park Museum Society

1927: Prince of Wales Hotel opens on July 25
Louis Hill commissions Winold Reiss to paint the Blackfeet Indians

1929: Dr. George Ruhle is appointed the first Park Naturalist
Half-Moon fire burns 39,000 acres denudes the Belton Hills and destroys many buildings at Apgar
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Theodore Roosevelt Highway between east and west is complete (began in 1926)

1932: First World International Peace Park designated due to the hard work between the Rotary Clubs of Montana
and Alberta- to recognize good peace between two countries and to cooperatively manage the continuous
ecosystem

Going-to-the-Sun Road is completed

1933: Going-to-the-Sun Road is dedicated at Logan Pass on July 15 and officially opened for public use
CCC camps are established to lend a hand at Glacier National Park

1934: Glacier National Park ends predator control

1935: New fleet of Red Busses arrive replacing the old 1914 busses

1936: Belton Railway Station is moved to the present location and is enlarged
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Ranger Station and nearly burns down the Many Glacier Hotel- most of the Many Glacier Chalet
Buildings were destroyed



1939

1941

1942

1943

1944

1946

1949

1954

1955

1956

1960

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1968

1970

1971

1973

1974

: Steel bridge across middle fork opened- realigned to bypass park Head Quarters

: Construction of the West Glacier entrance station is completed by CCC
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: Great Northern Railway trains busy with the war effort pass by Glacier National Park without stopping
-46: With the exception of Rising Sun all park facilities were closed due to WWII

: Glacier National Park facilities re-open

: Town of Belton is renamed West Glacier

: Visitation sours to 600,000

: Great Northern Railway introduces the Empire Builder to allure visitors back to Glacier National Park

: National Park Service launches Mission 66 to update park facilities including park housing and visitor centers
(Logan Pass, St. Mary)

: Glacier National Park celebrates its 50" Birthday
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Great Northern Railway sells all of its holdings to Glacier Park, Inc- also known as the Glacier Park
Hotel Company

: US Congress passes Wilderness Act
Disastrous flood damages roads, trails, and buildings

: St. Mary Visitor Center is completed

: Logan Pass Visitor Center is dedicated

: Night of the Grizzlies- two women were killed in two different locations (Granite Park campgroundandTfolt

Lake) and changes bear management policies
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represent a vignette of primitive America
: St. Mary entrance station and check-in stations are complete

: National Environmental Policy Act passes

: Glacier adds a Backcountry Ranger District and new wildlife and wilderness management policies
Boardwalk to Hidden Lake is started
Park Officials encourages the establishment of campgrounds outside the park to meet increasing
visitor demands

: US Congress passes Endangered Species Act

: Glacier surveys million acres as wilderness and 93% is recommended
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1976: Glacier is dedicated a Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO (Waterton is dedicated in 1979)
1982: Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park celebrates 50 years

1983: Going-to-the-Sun Road celebrates 50" Birthday and is listed on the register of Historic Places

1985: Glacier National Park celebrates 75 years!
First Wolf to den in the Western United States since the 1930s moves into Glacier from Canada
Going-to-the-Sun Road is dedicated as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by American Society
of Civil Engineers

1987: First Annual Waterton-Glacier Peace and Friendship Peace and Celebration Days

1988: Red Bench Fire burns 27,000 acres in the western part of Glacier

1990: Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park designated to conduct Global Climate Change research as part of
the US Global Change Research Program established by the US Congress

1992: Committee on improving the Science and Technology of National Park Service stresses science in managing
the resources of the National Parks

1995: Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park is designated a World Heritage Site; dedicated in 1998
- Glacier National Park celebrates 85 years of a national park

1997: Going-to-the-Sun Road is dedicated a National Historic Landmark

1998: First of two bear DNA studies is initiated to determine species, population, and distribution in Glacier
National Park and surrounding areas

; —- 1999: National Park Service launches Natural Resource Challenge Plan to guide management of the park
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2000: US Congress passes bill authorizing studies on Going-to-the-Sun Road Rehabilitation
332 GRIZ in Glacier National Park (estimate) from Hair of the Bear Study

2001: Glacierhonors2 LISy K2 dzdS dzyAdeés K2LISI yR KSFftAy3a 2y +SGSNIy

2002: Refurbished Red Bus fleet returns to Glacier and to service; the rest of the busses returned in 2003 with a re-
dedication ceremony at Glacier Park Lodge

2003: Robert Fire, Wedge, Trapper, Rampage, Wolf Gun, and Middle Fork Fires burn nearly 138,000 acres; town of
Apgar and West Glacier are threatened. National Registered Snowshoe Cabin burns

2004: Going-to-the-Sun Road Rehab begins

2005: Melting of glaciers in the Park captures World wide attention- predicted to disappear by 2030

2006: November flood destroys trails, roads, and bridges- damaging 150 yards of the Going-to-the-Sun Road west
of east tunnel

Red Eagle fire burns on the east side of the park, threatening the town site of St. Mary

2007: Crews begin to repair Going-to-the-Sun Road with Army Corps of Engineer bridge



Apgar Transit Center opens with new free transit system for use on Going-to-the-Sun Road

International Peace Park celebrates the 75" birthday at Lake McDonald Lodge, Prince of Wales, and Goat
Haunt

Skyline Fire south of Route 2 threatens town site of East Glacier

2008: Going-to-the-Sun Road celebrates 75" Anniversary at Lake McDonald Lodge with Senators, Governor, and
tribal councils

Remarkable snow pack and late spring forces the Going-to-the-Sun Road to open on July 2"
Glacier National Park begins to plan for Centennial Celebration!

2010: Glacier National Park celebrates 100" Anniversary! %
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